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The object of the study" is to determine the accuracy- of occupational

hfs tor-Les , including exposures at the workplace, taken by s t.andardi.zed

questionaire i~terviewers. Seven thousand pregnancy women were taken their

occupational histories by three mutually standardized interviewers using

structred questionnaires. Each woman was asked about her job titles and

several specific exposures a~ her workplaces, including lead, mercury,

organic solvents, plastics, and soldering operation. To verify the accur~

acy of ourme~surements, we have r~ndomly selected, 143 subjects out of

4340 worki.ng women :for site visits. Because the site visit was performed

se·ve:ralmonthsa.j?ter delivery, we. found that 26 subjects had already

resigned before or after' delivery, 30 .subj ec t s either moved to other p L...

aces or cha~ged tfieirphonenumoers and could not be located, 5 subjects

wi.'tli tUJ?tr ;factori:es c Lose d , 6 subj ec t s with factories which refused to

fie ;tnal'ected although the rnatn reasons are unrelated to occupational

exposur-es, and rhe.re we·re 4s'ubjectswhom we, were unable to reach their

wO','t'kplace,s! We have successPul.Ly determined the occupational titles and

expoaune.s on 72 $'uojects'(SQ%). Using the assessment of" an experienced

occupatfona l physLcLan as che golden standard, we have found that the

accunacy of :i.:nte,rviewers were 9.6%, 23%, 86% and 75% for major dfvf.s Lon ,

div:tston~g>~oup, and item of international slassification of occupations,

'';respecti~e"l¥·. .And job titles were as aSjurat~ as 93%, 81%, and 79% for

major di.-vis:tQn,d±v:tsion~ and group of international classifications.

The sensitivities of exposures to lead, organic solvents, plastics, sold­

esingand mercury were 100%,67%, ()%, 100% and 0% respe'ctively, while the

specificities were all 100% except lead exposure, which was 98.6%. We

conclude th.at occupational histories with a specific operation (e.g.

soLde r Lng j raken oy- inter'vj:ewers were relatively accurate . Occupational

exposuxea to well'l"'.known toxic metiaLs such as lead tended to be over­

reported Iiy wo:rktng women,wnile those of organic solvents and poorly­

defined t.ezms such as plastics t ended to De underreported. (NaIl J Public

Health Assoc (ROC) 1987; 7(1):35-42)
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