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Oncocytic carcinoma of the submandibular gland, from
benign to malignant - a report on an unusual case
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Purpose : Oncocytomas are very rare tumors that are usually benign and typically
occur in the parotid gland. Oncocytic carcinomas are even more uncommon, comprising only approximately 5% of all oncocytomas. In a critical review of the international
medical literature, only a few cases of oncocytic carcinoma of submandibular gland
were found. Even more unusual was the fact in this case, it arose from a previously
benign oncocytoma. We describe this case of submandibular oncocytoma transforming
into a malignancy associated with regional lymph node metastases.
Patient and Methods : A rare case of 51 year-old man with malignant oncocytoma is
presented. The tumor was found in the left submandibular gland with regional lymph
node enlargement.
Results and Conclusion : Oncocytic carcinoma appears to arise from benign oncocytomas, or may also arise de novo. In oncocytic carcinoma of the head and neck, the
presence of distant, rather than local lymph node, metastasis is the most important
prognostic indicator. Therapy consists of surgical resection and radiotherapy but the
efficacy of radiotherapy, and chemotherapy are still unclear.
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Introduction
O nco cy t om a , wh ich or ig i n at e f rom
o n c o c y t e s a r e ve r y r a r e n e o pl a s m t h a t
account for less than 1% of all salivary gland
tumors [8]. Oncocytic carcinomas are even
more uncommon, comprising only approximately 5% of all oncocytomas [1, 8]. Most
of these carcinomas occur in parotid glands.

They mostly arise de novo or, more rarely
they arise from benign oncocytomas. In a
critical review of international medical literature, only 11 cases of oncocytic carcinomas
of the submandibular gland were reported.
We describe a case of oncocytic carcinoma
of the submandibular gland arising from a
previously benign tumor
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